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Spring Council Meeting Opening Devotion 

June 10, 2020 

 

—Quiet Meditation— 

WELCOME 

PRAYER OF UNITY (unison) 

O God, we come seeking you in our worship together. We come to 

you for truth because there are times when we are untrue. We 

come to you for strength because there are times when we are 

weak. We come to you for wisdom because we are unwise. Move 

in our midst, show us your truth, your strength and your wisdom 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord”     Blue 151 

 

SCRIPTURE  Habakkuk Chapters 1 through 3 

 

MEDITATION & PRAYER                   Moderator, Pastor Dick Godfrey  

“God, You Gotta Do Something!” 
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COUNCIL AGENDA 

June 10, 2020—7:00 pm 

 

1) Approval of Agenda 

2) Approval of Fall Council Meeting Minutes from October 16, 2019 

3) Board Chair Report—No Report 

5) Pastor’s Report 

6) Financial Report 

7) Commission Reports  

 A. Christian Education 

 B. Fellowship & Personnel 

 C. Ministry & Worship 

 D. Outreach 

 E. Property & Finance 

8) Other Reports  

 A.  Deacon Report 

 B.  Membership Report—(as printed) 

 C.  Memorial Gifts Report 

 D.  Women’s Fellowship 

 E.  Youth Report 

 F. Disaster Relief Report  

9) Old Business  

  A. Hiring of Youth Director 

  B.   

  C.   

  D.    

10) New Business     

A. Approve Board Appointment of Dick Ambrosius to the Church Board 

for a one-year term to complete term of Abby Sneeringer who resigned 

in December, 2019. 

B.  Executive Committee as team to transition to opening. 

C.  Faith in Action grant & congregational matching funds action. (Needs 

recorded vote by congregation.) 

11) Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
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FALL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Hanover Church of the Brethren, Fall Council Meeting 

October 16, 2019 

 

Hanover Church of the Brethren Fall Council Meeting met with 35 members present. 

The meeting was opened with a hymn, a unison reading and prayer.     

Moderator, Richard Godfrey, read Micah 6:8 and offered a mediation and prayer.  

1.  A motion was made by Sharon Hershey to approve the agenda and seconded by Phyllis 
Furhman.  The motion passed and the agenda was approved. 

2.  A motion was made by Fran Smith to approve the Spring Council Meeting Minutes from 
May 1, 2019, which was seconded by Sharon Hershey.  The motion passed and the 
minutes were approved. 

3. Board Chair, Scott Ruth, presented that in the upcoming months there would be 
fundraising for the building. 

4.  Pastor Gerry presented her report as written and expressed appreciation for the staff and 
volunteers and encouraged all to invite others to upcoming Trunk or Treat, the Bazaar 
and Christmas services.  

5.  Alan Bridenbaugh presented the financial report as written, and also reported that the 
Outreach budget has been paid, so far, more than it usually is at this time of year.  

A motion was made by Robert Stockslager to accept the Board Chair Report, Pastor’s 
Report and Financial Report as presented or written, which motion was seconded by Frank 
McDonald.  The motion passed and the reports were all accepted. 

6.  Commission Reports: 

 A.  Paul Bollinger  presented the Chr istian Education repor t as pr inted. 

 B.  Kim Smith presented the Fellowship and Personnel repor t as pr inted.   

 C.  J im Replogle presented the Ministry and Worship repor t as pr inted.  

 D.  Phyllis Furhman presented the repor t for  Outreach as pr inted.  

 E.  Ed Morr is presented the Proper ty and Finance repor t as pr inted. 

A motion was made by Phyllis Furhman to accept the Commission Reports as presented, 
which motion was seconded by Steve Hershberger.  The motion passed and the reports were 
all accepted. 

7.  [NONE] 

8.  Other Reports: 

 A.  Sue Ambrosius presented the Deacon Repor t as pr inted and added that 55      
                  people  attended Love Feast, comprised of 18 men and 37 women).   
 B.  Membership Repor t.  The repor t is as pr inted in council packet. 

 C.  Memorial Gifts Repor t.  The repor t is as pr inted in council packet. 

 D.  The Women’s Fellowship report was presented as written by Lona Bridenbaugh. 

 E.  Youth Repor t.  The repor t was presented as pr inted in council packet by  

        Pastor Gerry. 
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A motion was made by Paul Bollinger to accept all the other reports as written and 
presented, which motion was seconded by Phyllis Fuhrman.  The motion passed and the 
other reports were all accepted. 

9.  Old Business: 

Flooring in office hallway repor t was made by Ed Morr is to repor t that the tile 
choice had been made, given to Dave Smith and the tile was in and a date would be 
set for installation. 

Board visioning concerning protective canopy repor t was also given by Ed 
Morris.  Estimates were being sought by contractor for three different types of 
canopy: 1. A covered structure, stretching over the driveway without sides; 2. An 
enclosed area outside the door (at least 8 ft.) and then open over the driveway; 3. An 
enclosure structure over the driveway. Members engaged in questions and 
discussion, including: lighting, concerns it not detract from the church building etc.  
Clarifications made by the board members present that the board intends to bring 
quotes, options, and recommendations back to the council for input and will  provide 
transparency to the council and congregation, similarly to the accessibility project.  
Financial support and fundraising will be needed for any prospective project.  

Update on 50th Anniversary of 601 Wilson Avenue Building was made by Kim 
Smith and Paul Bollinger.  The anniversary celebration will be held Saturday 
evening during the Spiritual Renewal weekend in November.  A light evening meal 
is planned.  A request was made for photographs or other memorabilia from the 
congregation and it was also reported some photographs and memorabilia had 
already been received.  Appreciation was expressed to Loretta Bollinger for 
providing recommendations of individuals to be invited to the anniversary 
celebration.  It was requested that women wear purple and men wear grey for the 
Anniversary celebration. 

10. New Business: 

 A.  Slate for 2020.  Ballots were passed out to the members, containing the slate 
for nominees for board members, annual conference delegate, district conference 
delegates, memorial gifts and deacon affirmation; the nominations were affirmed 
after the ballots were counted.   

 B.  Budget for 2020 was presented as pr inted by Scott Ruth, who noted that the 
only major change was that previous budget item for Family Life Pastor, under 
Ministry and Worship was now moved to Christian Education section and listed as 
Youth Director. 

A motion was made by Jim Replogle to approve the budget for 2020 as printed in the 
council packet, which motion was seconded by Paul Bollinger.  By vote of the membership, 
the proposed Budget for 2020 was passed. 

11.  Pastor Gerry led the members in a time of sharing of joys and concerns. 

12.  The meeting was adjourned in prayer. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Angela Ruth, Church Clerk 
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BOARD CHAIR REPORT—Scott Ruth—No Report  

 

PASTOR’S REPORT— Pastor Gerry Godfrey 

 (statistical report from 10/14/19 – 5/5/20) 
-22 hospital visits  -8  staff meetings -36  home visits   -5 vacation days 
-20 sermons Hanover  -1 personal days -3 spiritual renewal  -1 CROP walk 
-6 sermons taped  -49 visit phone calls -1 interview youth director 
-68 shut-in visits  -12  prayer group - 3 youth group -4 youth fundraisers  
-1 District Board  -2 Deacon meetings -1 share-a-meal  -1 hanging/greens 
-4 dist. exec.comm  -4 district ministry -1  Board retreat  -2 plan board retreat 
-4 trip to HACC  -1 bread and cup  -flowers for Easter -3 funerals attend 
-8 Connections  -5  Over 60’s   -5  anointings    -3 funerals 
-praying Hanover families/ongoing   - 4 meet with families/funerals -visit Sharon Long 
-12 teach Wired Word  -2 membership class - 2 arranging for new member service 
-36  meetings   -2 counseling   -2 game nights  - 3 GLOW group 
-4 Brethren Pastors  -3 ministerium           -11 Home communion 
-1 Women’s Fell. Bazaar -6 Thurs bible study -1 board install -1 deacon install 
-1  men’s breakfast  -1 Pastoral Crises CEU -plan dinner for 18-40 age group 
-3 plan Advent/Christmas -prep/ Christmas Eve -1 youth Christmas -1 Christmas cantata 
-1 Christmas Eve communion -Christmas Dinner/play   -CAS Giving Tree 
-Christmas letter to Cong -1 covered dish meal -5 visits to re-hab -1 Trunk or Treat 
-1 Harvest Home Service -1 Ash Wednesday Service 

 

Greetings, Congregation!  What a challenging six months we have gone through since last October!  The 

church has lost some of our beloved longtime members, we have continued to “stay at home” because of 

COVID-19 and we have had a delayed process for hiring a youth Director because of the restrictions put 

on meetings.  But God is good—and we are moving on. 

It has been hard not being able to hold services, and harder still not being able to see all of you.  “The 

Church” is the people, you and me, and when we are separated there is a totally different feeling.  Week 

after week we get into a “routine” and build up trust and build on relationships.  That is what I think I 

miss the most.  However, during this time it has been a real privilege to grow closer to our Living Lord as 

I’ve read the WORD and studied scripture.  What a blessing!  I hope you have been taking advantage of 

all the extra time you have to study God’s WORD on your own. 

We, at this point, do not know the “when” of when we will return to holding services, but I do know that 

there will be hesitancy for some to “rejoin” in church as we’ve known in the past.  I want you all to 

realize that we have learned something from all this: practice good hygiene and know your brothers and 

sisters in Christ who do have compromised immune systems and then stay at a safe distance so as to not 

infect them.  There will also be many new checks when visiting elder care facilities, and I don’t think 

anyone has a handle on all that will involve.  One thing for sure, they are the most vulnerable and the 

most in need of touch and care so we will have to evaluate those needs as we try to stay a safe distance.  

The most important thing, we need to stay home when we are sick so that others are not infected.  

 May God strengthen and guide you in these days.  Do not have a spirit of fear, but  “…stand firm 

in Christ…and put His spirit in our hearts…” (2 Cor. 1:21 & 22).   

In Christ’s Service, 

PASTOR  GERRY   
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 Financial Report for 2019 
Alan Bridenbaugh 



8 

 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 



13 

 



14 

 

COMMISSION REPORTS 

Christian Education 

 Oct 4, 2019: Game Night, 26 people attended 

 Oct 27, 2019: Teacher Appreciation Lunch 17 Attended 

 Dec 22, 2019: Birthday Party for Jesus 

 February 28, 2020: Game night, 20 persons attended- theme was Presidents Day 

 Easter Eggstravaganza, Sunday School Appreciation and May 8 Game Night were canceled 

due to the Pandemic.  

 VBS that was scheduled for June 26, 27, & 28 has been canceled due to the uncertainty of 

being able to hold it and probable lack of enrollment. The “Anchored” materials that were 

purchased for this year will be used next year. 

 The commission has received six responses from the want ad placed on Indeed.com. for the 

position of Youth Director. Of the six responses there was one candidate who best met the 

qualifications. The commission met to interview the candidate on Saturday May 2, and 

following the interview the commission agreed to send an Offer Letter to the applicant for 

the position.  As of May 11 we have received a signed Offer Letter from Nathan Murray 

and are moving forward with making arrangements for office space and deciding on a start 

date. Nathan, his wife, Jennifer, and children, Liam and Cecelia live in Dillsburg. Watch 

your newsletter for more information. 

Submitted by Paul Bollinger, Chair 

Commission Members:  Paul Bollinger, Michael Lawrence, Darlene Bollinger 
 

Fellowship & Personnel 

 December 8, 2019 Christmas Banquet after our morning Worship. There were 95 in 

attendance. We provided 13 carry out meals shut ins. A meal of roast turkey and roast beef 

with badminton casserole and green beans; dessert bar included brownies with ice cream 

and toppings. There was a skit performance by Paul Bollinger, Cindy Bollinger, Fred 

Markle, Lona Bridenbaugh, Phyllis Fuhrman, Amanda Jacobs-Womer, Paige Godfrey, 

Adam Godfrey, Derek Godfrey, Brooklyn Kneller, Dave Smith, Stephen Hershberger, 

Bailey Sanders, Mason Hershberger. Thank you to Pastor Gerry for helping put the skit 

together. Santa Clause came to see the children played by Brent Carbaugh, Friend of Dave 

& Kim Smith. Apologize to anyone I missed that was part of the skit.  

 February 8, 2020 Ice Cream Social with 53 in attendance; 5 freezers of ice cream—Alan & 

Lona Bridenbaugh, Jay Godfrey, Dave Smith, Frannie Smith, Dick & Sue Ambrosius 

provided the ice cream. We played guessing games and awarded prizes to the winners.   

 We will be postponing Senior citizen luncheon. If there is a church service we will 

recognize our Senior citizens May 17, 2020.  

Submitted by Kim Smith, Chair 

Commission Members:  Kim Smith, Amanda Jacobs-Womer, Fran Smith 
 

Ministry & Worship 

 Betsy Carolus coordinated Christmas flowers. 

 Easter flowers were cancelled this Spring. 

 Lenten Devotional booklets were available. 

 Suzanne Werner has limited office hours during the Covid-19 conditions. 

 Updated Church Historian responsibility.  

Submitted by Dick Ambrosius, Chair 

Commission Members: Dick Ambrosius, Bob Long, Stephen Hershberger 
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Outreach 

 Four persons attended the October 9, 2019, Fall Truck Stop Ministry Banquet at New 

Fairview Church of the Brethren 

 Eight persons walked in the annual Crop Walk on October 20, 2019 

 Blanket Sunday Offering on October 27, 2019  netted $744 

 Trunk or Treat was well attended and enjoyed by all. 

 Packed 189 bags of cookies in November for the Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry 

 Packed 89 Hygiene kits and they were delivered to New Windsor by Pastor Gerry 

 Fran Smith and Phyl Fuhrman went to Community Aid on March 11 to promote the 

activities of our church. 

 The following activities of our church were cancelled due to Covid-19:  Church Yard Sale, 

Meat Canning work day, puzzle swap, Spring blood drive, Spring Truck Stop Banquet. 

 Children’s Aid Society Auction was rescheduled for June 30. 

 Church Yard sale parameters have been instituted.  

Submitted by Phyllis Fuhrman, Chair 

Commission Members:  Phyllis Fuhrman, Kenneth Duckworth, Thomas Ruth 

 

Property & Finance 

 Since fall council we have completed several large improvement projects. 

      1. The flooring on the lower level was completed in January. Thanks again to Dave and 

Kim Smith for their help. If you haven’t checked it, please do. 

      2. We replaced the dishwasher in the kitchen in April. 

      3. We replaced the little kids toilet on the lower level in May. 

      4. We purchased two hand sanitizer dispensers-1 for outside the sanctuary and a second one 

for back door entrance. 

 We were originally planning on replacing flooring on the second level but that has been put 

on hold for now. 

 We would appreciate any volunteers for lawn mowing . Alan has been doing this so we 

would like to give him a break and since we haven’t had church services, we didn’t get sign 

up sheets put up. If interested in volunteering-contact either Alan or Ed so arrangements 

can be made to allow access to the key. 

 We would like to thank everyone for their continued financial support even with the 

COVID shut-down.  

Submitted by Ed Morris, Chair 

Commission Members:  Ed Morris, Alan Bridenbaugh, Bob Meminger 
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OTHER REPORTS 

Deacon Report 

 October 6, 2019 – prepared & served Love Feast and Communion – 55 attended 

 November 3, 2019 – prepared & served refreshments following the Spiritual Renewal Service  

 December 24, 2019 – served bread & cup communion at the Christmas Eve Service; 123 

attended. 

 January 5, 2020 –reaffirmation of deacons during morning worship.   

 Note that Love Feast scheduled for April 9 at 7:30 p.m. was unable to be held due to the COVID

-19 pandemic 

 Updated deacon lists as needed 

 Assist pastor with anointings  

 Visits and contacts with members as called 

We ask you the congregation, to prayerfully seek God’s leading regarding which individuals in our 

membership should be called to serve as deacons for the next 4-year term beginning January 1, 

2021.  Please write their names on the attached slip of paper to be collected during our council 

meeting.  You may also opt to place them in my mailbox.  Thank you for your participation. 

Submitted by Sue Ambrosius, Deacon Chair 

 
Membership Report 

Our church membership as of October 1, 2019 is 175 

December 9 Brian Blake   Transfer to Basilica Sacred Heart  - 174 

December 9   Lisa Blake   Transfer to Basilica Sacred Heart  - 173 

February 10 Margie Morelock  Transfer from Gettyburg COB  +174 

  Randy Dickensheets  Active (by Executive Committee)   +175 

  Karen Klunk   Active (by Executive Committee)  +176 

  Heather Kress   Active (by Executive Committee  +177 

February 11 Rebecca Gardner  Death      - 176 

March 9 Sarah Sells   transfer to Gettysburg Four Square  - 175 

April 9  Sharon Long   death      - 174 

April 23 Irene Molison   death      - 173 

As of May 3, 2020 our current membership stands at 173 

Submitted by Suzanne Werner, Secretary of Hanover COB 

 

Memorial Gifts & Bequest Fund Committee Report 
The Memorial Gifts Committee did not meet since July 21, 2019. 

Amount in Brethren Foundation for Memorial Gifts and scholarships as of 4/30/20 is $76,863.39. 

 

Women’s Fellowship  

 Hosted the annual Christmas Craft, Soup & Bake Sale on Saturday, November 9, 2019.  

 On January 11, 23 had our Holiday Party. We had breakfast, revealed the 2019 Prayer Pals, and 

chose new Prayer Pals for 2020. The group decided to give $500 to Camp Eder, $500 to HACC, 

$250 to Thrive, $250 to New Community Project, and $1,200 to the church’s Building Repair 

Fund. We also bought two carts for miscellaneous uses (so that the kitchen cart can be reserved 

for food only).  

Submitted by Lona Bridenbaugh, President 
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Youth Report 

Since October 1, 2019, the youth have:  

 wrapped shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Boxes 

 organized and ran the games at “Trunk or Treat” 

 helped with the play at the Christmas dinner 

 held youth Christmas Party at Pastor Gerry’s house with 10 in attendance 

 January fundraiser of soup n salad raised $409 for future projects 

 2 youth went to winter retreat at Camp Eder in January  

 held Valentine fundraiser in February- raised over $500 (thanks, congregation, for your 

support) 

 youth and advisors ushered in the month of March 

 held baked potato/ salad fundraiser in March-raised $520/donated $100 for the new dishwasher 

 met three times (second Sunday of the month) for pizza, games and spiritual time 

 eggstravaganza and Easter Sunrise were both cancelled because of COVID-19  

 youth help with Grow group, Children’s church and also lead worship  

 we will have one youth graduating this year 

Thank you Youth!!  Bailey, Hayley, Adam, Ariana, Derek, Liam, Pressley and Amanda 

THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE YOUTH GROUP. 

The youth advisor team: Rebecca Sowers, Andy McDonald,  Amy Despines, Pastor Gerry Godfrey   

 

Disaster Relief Report  

I got an update from Leonard Stoner-Southern District Coordinator for Disaster Relief. Currently 

all projects have been closed due to the pandemic. It is unclear when it will be safe for the projects 

to be reopened. There will need to be meetings set up to go over new guidelines to keep everyone 

safe on different job sites and housing/ dining which may necessitate smaller groups. Meetings are 

being planned to discuss potential dates and site locations for possibly later this year and into 2021,  

probably beginning in August. If you have any interest in participating in going to a disaster project 

or have any questions, reach out to Ed Morris. 

 

Respectfully, 
Ed Morris 
 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 A.  Hiring of Youth Director 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. Approve Board Appointment of Dick Ambrosius to the Church Board for a one-year 

term to complete term of Abby Sneeringer who resigned in December 2019. 

B. Executive Committee as team to transition to opening. 

C. Faith in Action grant and congregational matching funds action. (Needs recorded vote 

by congregation.) 
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Suggested Names of People to Serve as Deacons 
 

The Deacon body will take the names of those suggested most often and prioritize and 

call those people over the coming months to prepare for fall affirmation. Please 

prayerfully consider those singles or couples that you suggest. All must be members of 

Hanover Church of the Brethren as suggested by our by-laws. 

 
 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

  

Suggested Names of People to Serve as Deacons 
 

The Deacon body will take the names of those suggested most often and prioritize and 

call those people over the coming months to prepare for fall affirmation. Please 

prayerfully consider those singles or couples that you suggest. All must be members of 

Hanover Church of the Brethren as suggested by our by-laws. 

 
 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

  


