
During the Pandemic, Suburban Housing Looks Rosier 

Than Ever 

The Wired Word for the Week of June 28, 2020 

In the News 

Suburbs have long been mocked as "little boxes, all the same" where the emphasis is on single-

family residences, flanked by lawns and distant from stores and services, and where the people 

who live there are almost completely dependent on the automobile. But now, with many people 

under stay-at-home orders or working from home thanks to the coronavirus, the so-called defects 

of suburbia have begun to feel like luxuries. 

That, in short, is the thesis of an article published earlier this month in The Atlantic, titled 

"Revenge of the Suburbs," where author Ian Bogost wrote, "There was always comfort to be 

found in a big house on a plot of land that's your own. The relief is even more soothing with a 

pandemic bearing down on you." 

Now, "as the novel coronavirus graduates from acute terror to long-term malaise," said Bogost, 

"urbanites are trapped in small apartments with little or no outdoor space, reliant on mass transit 

that now seems less like a public service and more like a rolling petri dish." 

In contrast, said Bogost, "suburbanites have protected their families amid the solace of sprawling 

homes on large, private plots, separated from the neighbors, and reachable only by the safety of 

private cars. Sheltered from the virus in their many bedrooms, they sleep soundly, dreaming the 

American dream with new confidence." 

Nor has the virus been the only recent circumstance making urban life -- with its dependency on 

mass transit and close quarters -- less attractive than the suburbs. The recent riots have destroyed 

a fair amount of infrastructure, especially in poorer neighborhoods, and it is no surprise that 

many of those who are able will seek a less volatile environment in the suburbs. 

Without question, a side effect of staying at home as protection against Covid-19 and unsettled 

times is a new focus on one's home as one's castle, as the booming business at DIY centers like 

Home Depot, Lowes and local hardware stores -- all of which were declared essential during the 

shutdown and allowed to stay open -- testifies. 

Bogost cites Todd Gannon, the head of architecture at Ohio State University's Knowlton School, 

who said, "The American dream was Every man gets his castle." And Bogost added, "Above all 

else, the suburban life is one of independence, a self-contained homestead where the American 

family can realize its desire and potential, unperturbed by others. Even the family car gets its 

own bedroom." 

Concluding, Bogost said, "American life has been suburban for a century, and it's a mistake to 

see suburbia as an historical aberration waiting to collapse." 



Bogost noted that Americans have long bet on individualism "to socialize the ability to hunker 

down safely and comfortably, whether from plague or any other threat."   

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Revenge of the Suburbs. The Atlantic 

Stuck at Home During Pandemic, Many Shut-ins Use Time to Improve It With DIY Projects. 

The Spokesman-Review  

American Cities Take Double-Barreled Hit; How Will They Look in the Future?  PJmedia.com  

Applying the News Story  

We have chosen to highlight The Atlantic article not to sing the praises of suburbia. After all, 

people who use The Wired Word live in the spectrum of residential environments -- urban, 

suburban and rural -- and may love their own situation or may dream of greener pastures. But 

regardless of where we live, the article gives us a chance to think about how our dwellings 

impact our faith, not only during the pandemic, but the rest of the time as well, and to consider 

the role housing plays in scripture. 

The Big Questions 

1. Do you consider yourself specifically blessed because of the dwelling you live in? Why or 

why not?  Has it contributed to your feeling of refuge during the pandemic or not? Why? If you 

don't feel specifically blessed by your home, where do you wish you lived instead, and why? 

2. How do you think your outlook on life is affected, if at all, by the quarters and neighborhood 

you live in? Why? 

3. Do you consider your house or apartment "starter" quarters, and if so, what are the material 

and spiritual implications of that? Or are you looking to "downsize" as you grow older, and, if 

so, what are the material and spiritual implications of that?   

4. Which room in your house or apartment is your favorite? In what ways, if any, does it reflect 

who you are? Do you find it easier to pray there than elsewhere? Why or why not? 

5. In what ways has your dwelling place contributed to your enthusiasm to worship God with 

others during the pandemic? In what ways has being at home dampened your enthusiasm to 

worship God with others during the pandemic? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Deuteronomy 24:10-11 
When you make your neighbor a loan of any kind, you shall not go into the house to take the 

pledge. You shall wait outside, while the person to whom you are making the loan brings the 

pledge out to you. (For context, read 24:10-13.) 
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The concept behind this passage is recognition that one's home is one's castle and thus its 

boundaries should be respected by others. In other words, the fact that you now own a piece of a 

person's life by loaning them money does not mean you have the right of entry to come and go. 

Questions: Do you view or treat your home differently now compared to pre-pandemic? What 

does it mean to you, if anything, that your home is your "castle"? What unspoken qualifications 

must someone pass before you admit that person to your home?  

Does your church have a parsonage or manse for the pastor? Do people respect the pastor's 

family's privacy? Do they enter and exit as they please because they are, in effect, the 

homeowners? 

Isaiah 63:16 

For you are our father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel does not acknowledge us; 

you, O LORD, are our father; our Redeemer from of old is your name. (For context, read 63:15-

19.) 

Deuteronomy 32:18 
You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you; you forgot the God who gave you birth. (For 

context, read 32:15-18.) 

Exodus 4:22 
Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD: Israel is my firstborn son. (For context, 

read 4:21-23.) 

2 Kings 19:21 
This is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him: She despises you, she scorns you -

-  virgin daughter Zion; she tosses her head -- behind your back, daughter Jerusalem. (For 

context, read 19:14-21.) 

The household is central to theological reflections on God in the Old Testament, with God 

portrayed in household roles as father (Isaiah 63:16 and elsewhere), mother (Deuteronomy 32:18 

and elsewhere) and Israel's identity and covenant relationship with God as son (Exodus 4:22 and 

elsewhere) and daughter (2 Kings 19:21 and elsewhere). 

It should be no surprise then that the Jerusalem temple, understood as a dwelling place of the 

Most High God, was also sometimes referred to as a "house" (for example, 1 Chronicles 29:2 

and 2 Chronicles 23:9). 

Questions: What might it mean to refer to your home as a house of God? Is that any more and or 

less true during mandatory stay-at-home times? Do you have a painting, sampler, quilt, poster, 

Bible or artwork on display that makes the statement that your house is God's house? 

Colossians 4:15 

Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her 

house. (For context, read 4:10-18.) 

This request from Paul is but one of several places where the New Testament mentions churches 

in people's homes. Presumably almost all the first places of Christian worship were the homes of 



believers who had enough space to host others who gathered with the members of that household 

for worship. Some other references include Acts 1:13-14; 12:12; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 

16:19; Philemon 1:2.) 

Questions: Has your congregation, just for something different, ever divided up and met in 

homes for worship on a Sunday? Would that provide a helpful new perspective on how the early 

church grew or would it create unhelpful cliques among members? If you were to host such a 

gathering, would you change anything about the interior of your home either to make people 

more comfortable or to hide things you'd rather they not see? 

During the pandemic, is your home your place of worship due to your participating in online 

services and studies? How has this altered your perception of home and/or of how you worship? 

John 14:2 
In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 

I go to prepare a place for you? (For context, read 14:1-7.) 

A roof over our heads is a basic human need, but lest we think that a house is too mundane a 

metaphor to use in relation to spirituality, let us notice that here in John 14, Jesus describes God's 

whole realm as a house with "many dwelling places" where one lives for eternity. 

Questions: What do you expect your eternal home to be like? What features, if any, of your 

current home would you want it to include? What would you want it not to include? Why?  

For Further Discussion 

1. Comment on this: Jared Diamond, in his book Guns, Germs and Steel, said one reason 

Europeans gave Native Americans diseases and not vice versa was that the development of cities 

meant the Europeans had already gone through a winnowing process. The population density of 

cities makes disease spread more likely. This may also explain why people in cities like New 

York take the virus very seriously but folks in Elkhart County, Indiana, are ignoring masks, 

according to a local resident there. But in the current pandemic, the relative safety from Covid-

19 in less populated areas may be overstated. TWW team member Frank Ramirez, who pastors a 

church in Elkhart County, says, "Our numbers [of people infected with the virus] are climbing at 

an alarming rate because people don't see ambulances screaming down concrete corridors." 

2. In Jesus' day, lepers were sent outside of town and the demon-possessed were left to wander 

among tombs, making both groups effectively homeless. Part of Jesus' ministry to such persons 

was to restore them to health -- which also made their return to home possible. What bearing has 

your relationship with Christ had on your home life? 

3. Discuss this possible analysis from The Atlantic article:  "Safety has always warmed the 

suburban soul. The American dream is sometimes equated with property ownership and the 

nuclear families such properties house -- but really, they are just hulls for a more fundamental 

suburban aspiration: individualism, which the suburban home demarcates and then protects." 

    Decide how the American dream is conceptualized (if it is at all), in the place where you live. 



Responding to the News 

If you are now worshiping from home, consider adopting a practice -- lighting a candle, silencing 

your phone, dressing up, etc. -- to make the space hallowed. If you are meeting for worship or 

other church events on a platform like Zoom, consider taking care so the part of your home seen 

on screen is more "churchy." 

Even if your congregation doesn't include homeless people, this might be a good time to think 

about how homelessness might affect one's faith, particularly given the metaphors Christians use 

about God as their ultimate shelter. 

Prayer (from Habitat for Humanity) 

Leader: Gracious God, grant to this home the grace of your presence, that you may be known to 

all who live here. 

People: Let the mighty power of God be present in this place, and make it a secure home for all 

who live here. 

Leader: Behold I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord.  If you hear my voice and open the 

door, I will come into the home. 

People: The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in; from this time forth for 

evermore. 

Leader: O God of life and love, the true rest of your people; be with these, your children, in their 

hours of rest, their sleeping and their waking. 

People: Guide us O Lord, waking and sleeping; that awake we may watch with you, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. 

Leader: Bless all those who share the hospitality of this home. 

People: Open your homes to each other, for in so doing, some have entertained angels unaware. 

Leader: Heavenly Father, embrace the children who live in this home with your unfailing love, 

protect them from all danger, and bring them in safety to each new day. 

People: Let the little children come unto me, for such is the Kingdom of God. 

Leader: O Lord our God, you supply our every need, bless the hands that work in this home and 

give us grateful hearts for daily bread. 

People: The eyes of all wait upon you O Lord, with thankful and grateful hearts. 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

Other News This Week 

Chick-fil-A CEO, Rapper, and Atlanta Pastor Discuss Race 

The Wired Word for the Week of June 28, 2020 

In the News 

Following the death of a black man, Rayshard Brooks, at the hands of a white police officer, 

three Christian leaders gathered at Atlanta's Passion City Church (PCC) to discuss how God's 
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people should respond to the compound crises of racial tension and the coronavirus pandemic, 

and the trauma of the African-American community in particular.  

Dan Cathy, CEO of the fast food chain Chick-fil-A, Louie Giglio, PCC founder, and Lecrae, a 

black Christian rapper, conversed for over an hour. The Rev. Bernice King was unable to 

participate as planned, since she had been called upon to speak at Brooks' memorial service. 

On the Chick-fil-A website (see link below), the company accepted responsibility to "have 

intentional, difficult conversations with co-workers and strangers … to be curious to understand 

the needs of others. It's ok to say, 'I'm not sure I'm saying the right things right now.' A lot of 

people don't engage in hard conversations, because they're afraid they'll say something wrong. A 

dialogue is better than no conversation at all." 

During the roundtable, Cathy mentioned that a dozen Chick-fil-A restaurants had been 

vandalized in the past week, but he urged white people "to see the level of frustration and 

exasperation and almost a sense of hopelessness that exists among some of those activists within 

the African-American community." 

TWW team member Malia Miller observed that Cathy's comments highlighted the power of 

deflection. "The vandalism that has accompanied the protests often overshadows the angst of the 

protesters, but the focus needs to remain on addressing the real suffering occurring in the black 

community," Miller wrote. "Deflection is inherently an avoidance mechanism, and when we fall 

prey to these distractions, we can fail to act on the issue of which the deflection is a symptom."  

Cathy said he thought the world needed to hear "expressions of a contrite heart, of … humility, a 

sense of shame, a sense of embarrassment, [that] begin with an apologetic heart." 

The two white men on the set, Cathy and Giglio, were excoriated for some of their statements, 

while Lecrae was at times the subject of pity and/or admiration, by many who left comments 

about the YouTube video, The Beloved Community - Dan Cathy, Lecrae, Louie Giglio (Video 

1:10:37). 

Some called Cathy's gesture of shining Lecrae's shoes "pandering" to leftists, progressives and/or 

"thugs," "demonic" worship of a man rather than worship of God, "self-flagellation," "clever 

marketing" or "contrived," manipulative putting on a show. Others felt insulted by what they 

interpreted as a call to humiliating repentance for "collective guilt" for sins such as racism that 

they felt they had not committed.  

On the other hand, some viewers resented remarks from Giglio meant to show empathy for 

police, as well as his characterization of slavery as "white blessing," rather than white privilege.  

A couple of respondents were more willing to overlook poor word choices and missteps from 

people who were at least trying to have difficult but necessary conversations. 

Chick-fil-A has been blasted and lionized for its conservative views regarding same-sex marriage 

and observing a weekly Sabbath. After protests from the LGBTQ community, during which 
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Chick-fil-A operators gave protesters free food and drinks, Cathy met quietly with activists and 

discontinued donations to most organizations that oppose same-sex marriage, except for the 

Salvation Army and Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).  

TWW team member Bill Tammeus wrote that Chick-fil-A has a reputation as a conservative 

Christian organization that doesn't seem to take public stands that might be called progressive. 

"And yet here's the CEO saying things that seem quite in harmony with messages coming from 

Black Lives Matter movement leaders," Tammeus observed.  

"All of us are complicated people -- part devil, part angel, part lukewarm," Tammeus added. "So 

the lesson here to me is to listen carefully (even slowly) before reacting and not assume you 

know all about someone or some organization based on public reputation."  

Lacrae said that it's important for people to humble themselves and listen and learn from people 

who have a different life experience than they have. "If you want to hear from God," he said, 

"You'll hear from other people." Maybe you don't need your shoes shined. So it behooves us to 

ask, "What is it that you need in this moment?" And then listen to the answer.  

"You're only going to be as wise as the relationships that you have," the rapper added. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Chick-fil-A Responds to Recent Events. Chick-fil-A.com 

The Church of Chicken: The Inside Story of How Chick-fil-A Used Christian Values and a 

'Clone Army' to Build a Booming Business That's Defying the Retail Apocalypse and Taking 

Over America. Business Insider 

The Big Questions 

1. Think of a time when you have avoided a difficult topic by deflecting attention from the big 

picture to focus on a relatively insignificant issue. What motivates people to choose deflection 

and avoidance rather than confrontation of big issues? 

2. Reflect on this, from Louie Giglio: "'For him who knows what is right and doesn't do it, to him 

it is sin' [James 4:17]. So I can't just sit back and say, 'I didn't do this,' or 'I didn't offend 

somebody,' but to know that there is an offense that needs to be repaired and addressed, and to 

just turn away from that, that's called a sin of omission versus a sin of commission, and God 

wants us to be sensitive for both at the same time."  

    How might Giglio's remark apply to the way your church has dealt with (or neglected to deal 

with) issues of race and injustice?  

3. What steps has your church taken to develop deep relationships with people of different life 

experiences and backgrounds from most of your congregants? What next steps might God be 

calling you to take, as a group, and as an individual? 
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4. How can you be sure that you see yourself accurately? What can you do to make sure self-

evaluation doesn't turn into self-admiration or excusing of your attitudes or actions? How can 

you ensure that your self-reflection is done humbly? 

5. What role, if any, should a person's faith have in the way he or she builds and conducts 

business or a career? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Psalm 139:19, 21-24 
O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 

    and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me -- 

… Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 

    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 

I hate them with perfect hatred; 

    I count them my enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my thoughts. 

See if there is any wicked [Hebrew "hurtful"] way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. (For context, read 139:1-6, 19-24.) 

The psalmist marvels at how thoroughly God knows the human heart and mind (vv. 1-6). He 

exalts God's omnipresence and omniscience. Then his tone turns dark, as he lashes out at those 

who delight in bloodlust, who hate God and God's ways of justice and mercy (vv. 19-22).  

Then the psalmist stops dead in his tracks. It is as if he suddenly looked in the mirror and 

recognized that he was on the brink of sanctimonious boasting, when, if the truth were known, he 

could just as easily descend into bloodthirsty violence, if the conditions were right. We may not 

think of ourselves as "wicked," but who among us has never said or done something "hurtful"?   

So the psalmist asks God to examine his heart and mind, to reveal anything within himself that 

might be hurtful to others, anything that might pain God's heart and grieve the Spirit of God 

(Ephesians 4:30). He wants to forsake that way and follow God in the way that leads to 

everlasting life. 

At the roundtable, Giglio said, "I don't know what I don't know." According to this psalm, God 

knows us better than we know ourselves. For that reason, Giglio said, we should ask God to 

search our hearts, and humble ourselves to learn what God has to teach us.  

Questions: When, if ever, have you been caught up short while at prayer or worship, suddenly 

convicted of some sin, some hurtful thing you said or did that you had forgotten or minimized? 

How did you react? Why might we not want to pray for God to search our hearts and test our 

thoughts? Why is it necessary? 



Luke 5:8-11 

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I 

am a sinful man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they 

had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." When 

they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. (For context, read 

5:1-11.) 

Once a crowd came to hear Jesus preach the word of God beside the lake. After teaching the 

people from Simon Peter's boat, Jesus told him to go cast their nets in deep water. Simon said 

they had caught nothing after fishing all night, but he followed Jesus' direction anyway. They 

were dumbfounded at the size of their haul, which began to break their newly repaired nets and 

threatened to swamp his boat as well as that of his partners. 

Simon recognized that he was witnessing something more than an angler's dream. The miracle of 

the catch of fish caused him to see himself and Jesus with new eyes. Simon sensed that he was in 

the presence of holiness, and in that light he saw his own sinfulness in sharp contrast. 

At the roundtable, Lacrae said "The gospel calls first and foremost for self-reflection, for us to 

look at ourselves in light of what Jesus has done, and say, ... 'I am wrong.' It's hard to look at 

your own stuff, and then look at the cross, and say, 'I'm undone.'" But before we can open 

ourselves up to the complete sufficiency of Christ, we first have to come face to face with our 

own inadequacy, as Simon did. 

Questions: Why did Simon Peter beg Jesus to leave him? Why didn't Jesus do what Simon 

asked him to do? What changed in Simon's life after this experience of self-reflection? 

When, if ever, have you had an encounter with Jesus that caused you to reflect on your own life 

with new eyes? What did you discover about yourself? What did you discover about Jesus? 

What, if anything, changed for you after that encounter? 

Lacrae commented, "America's undone in a lot of ways." Do you think he's right? In light of how 

Jesus interacted with Simon in this text, what might God want to accomplish in our nation as we 

reflect on our history with its promise and its flaws? 

John 13:3-5, 14-15 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to 

wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. … [Jesus said,] "So if I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. (For context, read 13:1-5, 12-17.) 

Before the Passover festival, while Jesus and his disciples were eating supper, he showed his 

love for them by taking on the lowest task assigned to the lowest servant, that of washing their 

dusty, smelly feet. Afterwards, he asked them if they understood what he had done for them. 



In Jesus' time, foot washing served a useful purpose, while foot-washing services in our country, 

when practiced, may be more symbolic than necessary, since many of us have ready access to 

clean water for bathing.  

Pope Francis has on occasion washed the feet of prisoners, immigrants and the homeless poor, 

who may enjoy a foot bath in ways we can not appreciate. 

During the roundtable at Passion City Church, Cathy said he bought about 1,500 shoe brushes 

some years ago for Chick-fil-A managers and staff. (We think Cathy wanted to encourage 

company operators and employees to remember that they are called to serve the community.)  

Cathy said a friend told him about a revival in a small Texas town, in which a young man was so 

gripped with conviction about the racism in the community that he knelt before an elderly 

African-American man seated in the front row, and with tears began to shine his shoes.  

After sharing that story, Cathy walked across the platform and knelt before Lacrae to brush his 

shoes. He awkwardly hugged the rapper, suggesting that white Christians should put their faith 

into action by humbling themselves to serve their black brothers and sisters who are suffering, 

shining their shoes and offering them hugs. Lacrae responded, "And some stock in Chick-fil-A." 

Questions: Have you ever participated in a foot-washing service? Did you wash someone else's 

feet, did someone wash your feet, or did you observe others in this practice? How did the 

experience impact you? 

What do you think Cathy was trying to convey by brushing Lacrae's shoes? How did you 

interpret his gesture? What point do you think Lacrae was making with his comment about 

Chick-fil-A stock? 

If Jesus were sharing a meal with his disciples today, here in America, do you think he would 

wash their feet, or choose some other way to make his point? What might be a modern 

equivalent of footwashing? 

Do you think foot washing should be a sacrament? Does it meet the qualifications of being 

started by Jesus and him telling his followers to do it? If so, why isn't it a sacrament? 

Matthew 23:1, 23-24 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, … "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the 

law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the 

others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!" (For context, read 1, 23-

36.) 

At the PCC roundtable, Cathy noted that several Chick-fil-A restaurants had been vandalized 

during protests against violence inflicted on unarmed African-Americans. While the property 

damage was disturbing, he urged whites not to lose sight of the centuries-long trauma 

experienced in the black community.  



It should also be noted that the identity of those who damaged property or looted stores during 

protests in various localities may not be known in every case. While some crimes appear to have 

been committed by African-Americans, others may have been perpetrated by white supremacists 

or others intent on causing more pain to the black community.  

Most of the protesters against excessive use of force by law enforcement and vigilante violence 

agree that those who committed such crimes should be held accountable. But they also want 

vigilantes and those who injure or kill people of color without cause to be held to account. 

"The vandalism that has accompanied the protests often overshadows the angst of the protesters, 

but the focus needs to remain on addressing the real suffering occurring in the black 

community," wrote TWW team member Malia Miller. "Deflection is inherently an avoidance 

mechanism, and when we fall prey to these distractions, we can fail to act on the issue of which 

the deflection is a symptom."  

"The Pharisees, Scribes and Jewish leaders were masters of deflection," Miller continued. "For 

example, they tried to entrap Jesus into breaking their laws and decrees when they challenged 

him with healing on the Sabbath and again when they were about to stone the adulteress woman. 

They wouldn't open their minds to his message, but put plenty of energy into trying to discredit 

his teachings." 

"I have been guilty of this type of thinking when I encounter evidence that challenges values to 

which I am desperately loyal," Miller admitted. "It is very tempting to find that one item that 

most people would agree is wrong, so I can focus on that and hold on to my beliefs -- even if that 

item is infinitesimally unimportant to the big picture. Christ challenges us to be big-picture 

thinkers when he made statements like 'Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to 

throw a stone at her.' The focus shifts immediately from self-righteous judgment of the adulteress 

to our own sin." 

One term people sometimes use to describe deflection is "whataboutism," which Merriam-

Webster describes as "a rhetorical device that involves accusing others of offenses as a way of 

deflecting attention from one's own deeds." It's what we sometimes do when someone criticizes 

us or calls us out for a mistake or misdeed: We change the subject, raise a different issue, or offer 

a counter-accusation. 

What Jesus said in the Matthew text about tithing herbs while neglecting weightier matters of 

justice, faith and mercy is akin to majoring in the minors and minoring in the majors. We try to 

make ourselves look good ("See? I even tithe my herbs!") while neglecting the greatest 

commandments, to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love our neighbor 

as ourselves. 

Questions: Give an example of whataboutism. Share an illustration of majoring in minors and 

minoring in majors (or as Jesus said, "straining out a gnat while swallowing a camel"). 

How can you intentionally focus on "the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 

faith" rather than things of relative unimportance?  



For Further Discussion 

1. Respond to this, from Louie Giglio: "The gospel is a justice proposition at its core. ... Our 

gospel message at its core was a murder. A man got murdered in broad daylight in the street and 

they say that he died (speaking of Jesus) by suffocation for the weight of our sin. Even our 

identification with our Savior lets us know that the gospel proposition is not detached from the 

justice proposition. They're connected inherently and woven together from the very beginning."  

2. On June 3, the Chick-fil-A website posted a statement recognizing that "words are not 

enough" of a response, but that the company could not be silent about racism, which "should 

have no place in society. Not now, not ever. It cannot be tolerated. Our hearts are breaking, for 

our black Team Members, Operators and Staff and all those in the Black community who are 

suffering and who have suffered for too long because of racism." 

    Dan Cathy told the Chick-fil-A staff that "This is a time that we must love our neighbors more 

than we have ever done before, with greater empathy than ever before." 

    Cathy said he is inspired by the Old Testament leader Nehemiah, who learned of the 

devastation of the city of Jerusalem, and used his own position of proximity to the center of 

power, wealth and privilege to fund the reconstruction of Jerusalem with the sweat equity of his 

people (See Nehemiah 1-2).  

    Cathy acknowledged that, as a white man who has achieved a level of wealth and position 

attained by only a few in America, he could not "fully appreciate and understand the gross 

injustices that are all around us," but said he is committed to use his privilege, riches, power and 

influence "with policymakers and friends" to address inequities in their city and to benefit those 

who are less fortunate. To that end, he said Chick-fil-A has been investing in "the equitable re-

development and renaissance" of distressed neighborhoods in Atlanta "so that all of our 

communities can participate in the rising tide of prosperity and hope." 

    What privileges can you leverage to help your brothers and sisters in communities that are 

hurting?  

3. Comment on this, from rapper Lacrae: "The gospel is bigger than racism." How might this 

statement inspire hope on the one hand, and be used to deflect attention away from the problem 

of racism on the other hand? 

4. Do you believe that all people were made in the image of God? Is it possible to see the image 

of God in people of color, but not in members of the LGBTQ community, or vice versa, for 

example? How do you arrive at your view on this issue?  

5. Chick-fil-A operators invest just $10,000 to open a restaurant, compared to the $1-2.2 million 

plus a $45,000 franchise fee McDonald's franchisees pay in startup costs. Purchase of property, 

restaurant construction and equipment costs are all covered by Chick-fil-A.  

    How does this aspect of Chick-fil-A's business model strike you? What might be the 

advantages and disadvantages of this approach, in terms of expressing Christian values? 

6. Read and discuss this post from poet, actress, filmmaker and pastor Tinasha LaRayé.  

Responding to the News 
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1. Lacrae recommended that more white people need to educate themselves about those who 

have experiences different from their own. He noted that as a black man he is "double-read" 

compared to his white brothers and sisters, because he has read the literature that speaks to white 

culture, while many white people have little knowledge of literature that speaks to black culture 

or other minority experiences. 

    Consider what steps you could take to learn more about people who have different life 

experiences than you have had. You might start by doing a search on the internet about "What 

should I read to learn more about race?" 

2. Lacrae also urged God's people to "pray fervently" for God to show us any hard-heartedness, 

and to ask God to change our heart. He called the matter of race "a gospel issue." Gaining 

knowledge is good, he said, but it is not enough, "if your heart is set on seeing things the way 

you want to see them, then you're not able to hear from God. If you can't hear from God, you 

definitely won't want to hear from me."  

    Take time to humble yourself before God in prayer, asking that God shine the light of Christ 

upon the innermost workings of your heart, to show you where you still need to learn, to repent, 

and to grow in Christlikeness. Ask God to open your heart to the Spirit's voice, and to the hearts 

of your brothers and sisters in Christ from different backgrounds who have something to say that 

you need to hear. 

3. Consider this: Giglio said preacher Tony Evans advised white people to partner with people 

who are from a different life experience "to do something for someone who needs to be lifted, so 

it's not just, 'I got to know a black family, but the black family and our family went together to 

help another family.' Working together for the common good can make a huge difference." 

Prayer (suggested by Psalm 139) 

Search us, O God, and know our hearts. See if there be any hurtful way in us. Cleanse us from 

every sin, that we may be useful to you and of service to our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

especially to those who are in great pain right now. Help us to be open to learn from them how to 

love them as they deserve and need to be loved. For the honor of the holy name of Jesus who 

died for us all. Amen. 

Copyright 2020 Communication Resources 

 


