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From the Desk of Pastor Mark Bowyer
“How Can we Trust the Bible?”
"The Bible? Those stories were written by men and they are thousands of years old! What do they
have to do with me today?!" You've probably heard somebody say something like that somewhere
along the way. Maybe you've even wondered that yourself. Stories written down, sometimes years
after the actual events, by men who are a lot like you and me- and we have a hard time remembering
what we had for lunch yesterday! So, how do we know we can trust them?
Actually, the answer is, in part, found in the great age of the stories themselves! A line from the
Johnny Cash song, “The Man Comes Around” says this in reference to words from Revelation:
“Listen to the words long written down/When the man comes around.” It is because the words are
“long written down” that we should respect them. You see, in two thousand years, no one has been
able to successfully debunk any of the stories of the New Testament, and the accounts of the Old
Testament are even older- perhaps the oldest stories in the world. Still, no one in thousands of years
has been able to successfully debunk any of them either! Minimalists historians and archaeologists
have long denied many of the Biblical stories for lack of “hard evidence.” Yet one by one, the old
accounts continue to be verified by good, honest archaeology. For instance, you can Google and see
for yourself one of the fifteen gates of Nineveh, where Jonah the Prophet once preached his message
of warning to that sordid people and they repented, every one! And modern-day Muslims oversee
the burial mound which contains the Prophet Jonah himself!
~Continued on page 8

Preaching Schedule
October sermon series- "Facing Down..."
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October 2
"Facing Down Fears" Psalm 118:1-9
October 9
"Facing Down Failures" Psalm 32
October 16
"Facing Down the Frantic" Psalm 23
October 23
"For All the Saints" 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
October 30
Spiritual Renewal Weekend, Brother Paul Mundey, speaker
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Please Take Note…
Hanover Church of the Brethren
Sunday School—9:00 am Worship—10:30 am
Secretary

Pastor

Mark Bowyer
540-758-1144
mbowyer1@gmail.com
Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Shal Dehoff
717-632-2267
hanoverCOB@gmail.com
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Board Chair
Sharon Hershey
717-637-2552

Brian Markle
717-309-0462

Moderator

Hanover Church Mission Statement

“Engage, Embrace, Empower with the love of God.”

October is designated as
Pastor Appreciation Month.
This is a time to convey our
gratitude to Pastor Mark.

Bread of Life
Pastor Mark will be at Panera Bread in Hanover
the first Thursday of each month between
6:00-8:00 PM starting October 6 for anyone
who would like to stop by for a brief devotional
and some good conversation! This gathering
will be informally called, "Bread of Life!"

Teachers Needed

We are looking for teachers to help with our
Children’s Classes. If you are willing to
help out, please contact a member of
Christian Education.
Friends, are you on Facebook? A
quick word about my “friends” policy:
If you request to friend me, I will
gladly accept! I choose to accept
friendship requests rather than “friend” others
in the church to help avoid someone feeling left
out. I hope this helps.
Pastor Mark

MESSENGER Renewal Time

Bible Presentations

It is time to renew subscriptions for the
Messenger. Please contact Amy Despines as
soon as possible if you would like to be added
to or deleted from the subscription list.

This year bibles were presented from
the Christian Education Commission.

About Your Deacon…
Our Faithful Stewardship
August 2022
Average Attendance Sunday School Worship
30
75

Budget Goal ($4,087 per week)
Need to-date (35 weeks)
Budget Giving to Date (88%)
Designated Giving to Date
TOTAL GIVING TO DATE
Budget Giving for August
Designated Giving for August
Building Repair Fund
Building Rental
Youth Group

$ 212,513.00
$ 143,045.00
$ 126,095.00
$ 19,239.00
$ 145,334.00
$ 14,264.00
$
280.00
$
90.00
$
125.00
$
65.00

You may have noticed that at times the bulletin
or newsletter directs you to call the pastor or
your deacon if you’re experiencing a problem.
If you can no longer remember who your
deacon is, you can check in the 2022 Directory,
Hanover Church of the Brethren. Behind your
name is your deacon’s number that you can
cross reference on page 21 of the directory to
find the name of the deacon(s) that matches
that number. Please be assured that your
deacon cares for you, prays for you regularly,
and wants to know if you are hospitalized,
planning a medical procedure, would like a
visit, or have some other specific prayer request
or need.
Please feel free to call me at 717-451-8613.

Sue Ambrosius, Deacon Chair
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In Our Church…
A Message and Invitation from
Your Pastor and Your Deacons
You are invited and encouraged to participate
in our Love Feast on Sunday, October 2 at 7
PM in the Fellowship Hall.
We’re looking forward to returning to some
of our traditions. We will be serving soup
and you will be having the option of feet or
hand washing.

We invite families and friends to sit together.
In fact, instead of childcare, children are
invited to sit with their families where they
can begin experiencing this aspect of our
church life.
Men and women will separate temporarily to
participate in feet/hand washing located in an
area away from the tables. As a caution due to
COVID, as each pair of feet or hands is
washed, instead of the traditional embrace,
kiss, and greeting of love, we’ll clasp each
other’s hands and greet each other with love.

Let’s enjoy this privilege of sharing in
worship and fellowship together at the Lord’s
Table as we ponder the events that took place
in the Upper Room. Let’s feel the depth of His
love as we acknowledge His special gift to each
of us.

Our Christmas Craft Show
The Christmas Craft
Show will be held on
November 12. It runs
from 8 AM to 2 PM.
Please attend. We need
lots of help on that day at
the display tables and in
the kitchen. If you can
donate a few hours,
please call one of the
officers: Evelyn Cline, Melissa Godfrey,
JoAnn Kline, or Lona Bridenbaugh. We
would also appreciate donations of baked
goods: cookies, breads, pies, candy, cakes.
Volunteers for hosting Share-A-Meals are
needed. All kinds of help, big or small, will
be appreciated. Please come to enjoy our
day of fun. And do not forget to try our
home-made soups!

Church Board Help
We are looking for volunteers to serve on the
church board. It is important for the life of our
church that we have a well rounded church
board. See Kim Smith if you have questions.

We hope to see you at the Lord’s Table on
Sunday, October 2 at 7 PM in the
Fellowship Hall.
Sue Ambrosius, Deacon Chair
Pastor Mark
*Call Sue Ambrosius (717-451-8613) regarding
dietary needs.

Shoe Drive
Please donate your gently worn, used or new
shoes by placing them in the donation box
located in the narthex. These donated shoes
will be distributed through the Funds2Orgs
network of micro-enterprise partners, creating
and growing small business in developing
countries. All types of shoes are accepted.
Please do not donate damaged shoes. Last day
to donate is October 9.
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Our Church Events….
Wednesday, October 19
Noon to 2 pm

Spiritual Renewal Weekend
Featuring Guest Speaker
Rev. Paul Mundey

Theme: Living Fruitfully
Saturday, October 29
Sunday, October 30

Fall Council Meeting
Wednesday, October 19

7:00 pm

October 19, 2022 at noon will be the next
Over 60’s luncheon. After the noon meal, we
will learn about the disaster relief program of
the Church of the Brethren. The coordinator
for the Southern District Brethren Disaster
Ministries is Leonard Stoner who is a resident
of Cross Keys Village. Leonard will explain
his role in the Disaster Ministry and the role
of volunteers. This is a great opportunity to
hear Leonard’s message and to fellowship
with the Over 60’s group. We will meet in the
Fellowship Hall at noon on October 19, 2022.
Please bring a dish to share for the luncheon
and a friend to share in the fellowship.

Packets will be available to be picked up

Sunday morning, October 9.

Bible Study
Pastor Mark continues with bible
study on Wednesday evenings at
6 PM in the church library.
Come out and join us in our
exciting study of Ephesians.

Choir Practice
Choir rehearsals have begun and will
continue each Wednesday at 7:00 WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 19. That evening choir practice
will begin at 6:00 so that we can all attend
Church Council.
The choir will also be working on Lessons &
Carols, which they will present on Sunday,
December 18.

Trunk or Treat
October 25
Please sign up to decorate a trunk.
Candy donations are being accepted.
Any questions please contact Melissa Godfrey.

Family Game Night
Friday, Nov 4
6 to 8:30 pm

Mark your calendar!
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In our Church and Community
News From the
Outreach Team
Carlisle Truck Stop Banquet: Six persons
from our congregation will be attending the
Carlisle Truck Stop Banquet on October 1.
Disaster Relief Auction: Five theme baskets
are being sent. Phyllis, Fran, Cindy and
Mike will be going to help out with
various activities.

Cookie Packing: We will be packing cookies
for the Carlisle Truck Stop on Dec. 5 at 6 pm.

October 8, 7am-2pm

Fall Blood Drive: We will be holding our
drive with Central Penn Blood Drive from 2 to
7 on Thursday, Oct 13.

DONATIONS
Collection will begin Monday, September 5th
and continue through Wednesday, October 5.
Items can be dropped off during the day or
call Amy for special drop off time.
Please place all items in the Fellowship Hall
on the stage behind the curtain.
All items should be clean and in working
order. We cannot sell broken or unusable
items. Make sure clothing is clean and usable.
Please refrain from bringing large items until
Monday, October 3.
We DO NOT ACCEPT electronics or sofas

Camp Eder Fall Festival: The festival will be
held on Oct 15 with lots of good food and
other activities for everyone.
Heifer Project: We will be participating in
the heifer project this year with promotion
to the children and congregation. We hope
to buy several animals for poverty
stricken countries.
Special Offering: We set the date of Feb 12,
2023 for a special offering for cleanup
buckets for Disaster Relief. We will be
packing them on Feb. 20, 2023.

The Hanover Area Crop Walk will be held
on Sunday, October 16. Help stomp out hunger.
If interested in walking, please see
Melissa Godfrey.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
October 3 - 7 throughout the day, we will be
setting up the Fellowship Hall.
Anyone that can help will be very much
appreciated.
Set-up includes sorting and hanging clothing,
displaying items, and FUN.
BAKED GOODS
Baked goods can be dropped off anytime
Friday, October 7.
Please have the items bagged and priced
for sale.
CLEAN UP
Saturday when the sale is over, after 2pm, we
will need people to take down and clean up.
Any help that you can give during the week
will be greatly appreciated !!!
Any questions - you can call Amy Despines
at 717-451-5071 (if no answer, please
leave message).
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In Our District & Community...
Children’s Aid Society
Upcoming Events
Annual Dinner
November 5, 2022
York First Church of the Brethren
6:00 PM - (Doors open at 5:30)
Our annual dinner recognizes our donors,
volunteers, staff, and community for helping
us complete the mission of CAS. Local
entertainment creates a festive atmosphere
while dining on a delicious meal!

Christmas in Loganville

Get Ready. Get Set. Go! Unite to attack
garbage and keep our town clean and
beautiful. Put Saturday October 15 on your
calendar and meet at the HACC Building on
136 Carlisle Street at 9am.
We will split up in groups to pick up litter and
work on any other cleanup projects the
Borough provides.
PAL lunch under the direction of Joan Potter
will serve hot dogs at noon at Wirt Park. Local
churches are planning short activities in line
with the theme of the blessings that come
from serving each other! See Matthew 25:40.
Please sign up on Justserve.org so we can
keep you informed of details and organize
work groups.

November 19, 2022
Codorus Church of the Brethren

Annual Auction
April 25, 2023
New Fairview Church of the Brethren

Emmanuel United Church of Christ
Community Concert Series
124 Broadway, Hanover, PA
Michael Britt
Organ with Classic Film

"The Phantom of the Opera"

Saturday, October 22, 2022, 7 PM

Community volunteers needed for the
Annual Holiday Red Kettle Campaign.
The Salvation army needs volunteers who
would be bell ringers during the season from
mid-November until Christmas Eve.
The volunteers work in 2 hour shifts at
local retail establishments around the
Hanover Area.
If you are able to help, or have any further
questions, please contact Kathi Thomas,
at 717-637-2105.

An in-demand performer of theatre organ
music, Britt returns to the concert series
lineup just in time for Halloween. He will
accompany the classic 1925 classic silent
horror film “The Phantom of the Opera”
starring Lon Chaney in the title role.
112th Annual Carol Sing
Sunday, December 18, 2022, 7 PM
A Hanover Tradition: Christmas carols sung
and their stories (re)told by Steve McKonly
and Landy Grimm, accompanied by a
live community orchestra under the
direction of Jamie Brown.
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Southern PA District News
Southern PA District
Church of the Brethren
Conference Report
Cindy Goodling, Hanover COB Delegate

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this
year’s Southern PA District Church of the
Brethren Conference held at Mechanicsburg
Church of the Brethren on September 16 and
17. The theme for this year’s conference was
“The Love of God.” The attendees were
reminded that nothing can separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord (Romans 8:35, 38 and 39).
Our district continues to spread God’s love
peacefully, simply and together through
agencies such as Brethren Disaster Ministries,
Camp Eder, The Brethren Home Foundation,
Susquehanna Valley, Ministry, Elizabethtown
College, and Children’s Aid Society. It is truly
inspiring to learn of God’s work that is
completed through the dedication of paid
staff and volunteers. Messages of hope were
provided by the ministers who shared Bible
insights, and the singing of many hymns was
very uplifting. Also, it was awesome to visit
with the delegates from Codorus COB and the
Faith Community.
Children’s Aid Society
The vision of CAS is: All children are safe
and feel love. Each of CAS three centers, The
Lehman Center, The Nicarry Center, and The
Frances Leiter Center, provide support to
parents and children through creative art
therapy and family advocacy programs. In
addition, The Lehman Center has a crisis
nursery.
Two exciting events shared by Eric M.
Chase, Executive Director of CAS, are the
proposed building of a new facility in
downtown York and the reopening of God’s
Closet at the Nicarry Center in New Oxford.

This past year, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania awarded CAS a grant of $2
million to help build a new childcare center in
York at Poplar and School Streets. The funds
will be used for the construction and related
costs of a two-story, 7,500-square-foot
footprint, 15,000-square-foot building with
associated parking areas and stormwater
management. The project includes a 7,500
square-foot fenced-in outdoor play yard, the
crisis nursey respite and third shift childcare,
a transitional day childcare facility, child
centered creative art therapies, a sensory
room, community educational and training
spaces, kitchen, bathrooms, conference
rooms, and office space. The remainder of
the $6 million cost of the building will be
provided through a capital fundraising
program.
God’s Closet is located at The Nicarry
Center. The Closet helps families receive
diapers, children’s clothes, and clothing
vouchers. This past year, CAS renovated this
space into a more “storefront friendly” style
environment, complete with new HVAC,
flooring, drywall, and fixtures. God’s Closet
held it’s official “Grand Opening” in January
of 2022 and is now officially open for serving
clients. Since it’s opening, God’s Closet has
served over 100 families.
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From the Desk of Pastor Mark Continued...
As for the New Testament, some have
claimed that certain books were left out when
the Bible was assembled in the early centuries
of the faith. They point, for instance, to the
”Gospel of Judas,” a document discovered in
2006 but written by a heretical group called the
Gnostics around the second century. But it is
not a challenge to the Christian faith, even if it
is authentic. Gnostics* were seen as heretics
(teachers of non-Biblical ideas) from the time of
the early church. Their teachings were not
suppressed or hidden, they were simply ignored
as the obvious work of theological kooks. Today
we have Christian Scientists and Jehovah's
Witnesses. These groups have obviously twisted
scripture to justify their own strange beliefs.
The founder of the Christian Scientists, Mary
Baker Eddy, was buried with a telephone in
1910 so she could call from wherever it was she
was going and confirm her teachings. We're still
waiting for the call!
Now, I don't say these things to insult
anyone, but it must be said that hanging on to
false teaching is a foolish and dangerous thing.
Our culture is woefully ignorant of true
Christian teaching. You will rub shoulders with
people, I'm sure, who will be easily deceived by
some of this, and it may even have caused you
some doubts. Rest assured, there is nothing
here (or anywhere, for that matter), that casts
any real doubt on the historicity of the Bible or
Jesus as He is shown therein!
When 19th century preacher William
Barclay was asked why he trusted the books of
the Bible, he answered, “The books of the
[Bible] were accepted as Holy Scripture because
in them men found God and God found men.
Through all the centuries that continued to
happen, and it can still happen today. Men can
never afford to discard the books in which God
speaks.” That is a good answer!
The reason we have a story about a people
who crossed the Red Sea at a miraculously dry
place is because they did so! The reason we

have the marvelous news of the resurrection is
that Jesus, crucified, dead and buried, did rise
to life on the third day! You can be of help to
others when they wrestle with these questions.
But the very best way to affirm our own faith
and be a light to others actually has nothing to
do with historical proof. Jesus gave us the
“secret” in John 13:34-35 when he told his
disciples, “So now I am giving you a new
commandment: Love each other. Just as I have
loved you, you should love each other. Your love
for one another will prove to the world that you
are my disciples.” Extraordinary love proves the
existence of our extraordinary savior!
You think about that, Amen!
Footnote
*Gnostics were a religious group of the early
centuries who believed in salvation by
knowledge. They believed that Jesus was never
a true human (thus separating themselves
entirely from actual Christianity), because they
regarded all physical reality as evil, and say God
would never have become physical. We believe
what Isaiah affirmed in chapter 53:4 "Surely he
took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows,
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten
by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for
our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed." Indeed, the fact that Jesus did come
and suffered in the flesh is evidence of His love
for us! Take away the flesh, and you have no
Jesus, no Christianity at all. And that is the
mistake the Gnostics made.
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10/2 Andy McDonald
Bonita Sexton
10/3 Evelyn Dickensheets
10/4 Brooklyn Kneller
10/7 Ivy Church
Mary Lou Croson
10/8 James Miller
10/9 Karen Hull
10/10 Teyuana Duckworth
10/11 Sue Ambrosius
Teresa Carroll
Bob Meminger
Angela Miller
10/12 Doris Parsels
10/13 Stacy Brodbeck
Emily Snyder

10/15 Mary Ann Amspacher
Bob Long
Austin McMaster
Robert Yinger
10/17 Darlene Bollinger
10/18 Roger Parsels
10/22 Steve Shue
10/24 Sharon McMaster
10/26 Tara Bridenbaugh
Betsy Carolus
Bruce Plunkert
10/28 Craig Dickensheets
10/30 Brett Greenlee
Fred Markle
Dave Smith

10/6
10/7
10/8
10/9
10/11
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/18

Dick & Sue Ambrosius
Dave & Kim Smith
Isaac Southard & Darby Kline
Randy & Dianne Dickensheets
Wayne & Nancy Yingling
Mark & Lesley Bowyer
Dan & Susie Smith
Dave & Alison Hertz
Alex & Jamie Despines
Larry & Delores Beard
Brett & Heather Greenlee
10/19 Bob & Faye Bealing
10/23 Jason & Theresa Webb
10/24 Mike & Cindy Goodling

Uplift in Prayer
Listed below are those with ongoing concerns, recuperating
from surgery or procedures, recently hospitalized or shared
through our prayer chain. Your thoughts and prayers are
always appreciated.

(50)
(22)
(6)
(40)
(53)
(32)
(28)
(1)
(2)
(42)
(9)
(37)
(23)
(35)

Birth Announcement
Congratulations to Jordan &
Cierra Weaver on the birth
of Gage Ryan Weaver on
August 10, 2022.

Kim & Dave Smith, Rachel Grimm, Amy Despines, Charlie
Sell, Jenny Becker, Millie Baker

Please remember our Homebound:
Lois McCormick, Miriam Mills, Dale Sullivan
Homewood at Plum Creek:

Nancy Mummert - Room C105
Fay Swartz - Room E342
Hanover Hall:

Esther Brown - Room 219
Myrna Gladfelter - Room 223A
Charlie Sell - Room 208A
Country Meadows:

Bonnie Berwager - Apt. 311

Spring Creek Rehab:

Sonja Bankert
Utz Terrace:

Evelyn Dickensheets - Room 422
Celebration Villa:

Maggie Brockway

Thank You
I would like to thank the
congregation and Pastor Mark
for the loving care and concern
following the passing of my
husband, Ron. I truly
appreciate the cards and
prayers for me and my family.

Jane Bean
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9 am - Love
Feast
Preparations

2

3

4

5

6

7

9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6 pm Bible Study

7 pm Love Feast

6:45 pm Hanover
Barbershop Chorus
7 pm AlAnon

9

10

9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

PAL at HACC

12-4 pm Fellowship
Hall Reserved

16

7 pm Choir

7am-2pm
Yard Sale

6 pm AA

6 pm
Bread of Life

8 pm AA

11

12

13

14

15

2 to 7 pm
Fall Blood Drive

6 pm Commissions
6:45 pm Hanover
Barbershop Chorus

6 pm Bible Study

10am - 3pm
Camp Eder

7 pm Choir

7 pm Board
Meeting
7 pm AlAnon

8 pm AA

17

18

6 pm AA

19

20

Noon - Over 60’s
Luncheon

9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Crop Walk 1pm
Newsletter Deadline

8

21

22

9 am - Newsletter
Assembly

6 pm Choir
6:45 pm Hanover
Barbershop Chorus

7 pm Fall
Council Meeting

7 pm AlAnon

6 pm AA

8 pm AA

23

24

25

26

27

28

7 pm Spiritual
Renewal Service

9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6:45 pm Hanover
Barbershop Chorus

7 pm AlAnon

30

9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

29

31

PAL at HACC

7 pm Spiritual
Renewal Service
6:45 pm Hanover
Barbershop Chorus

7 pm AlAnon

6 pm Bible Study
7 pm Choir

6 to 8 pm
8 pm AA

6 pm AA
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Serving Our Church
October

November

Deacons of the Month/ Welcomers ........ Roger & Darlene Bollinger ..................Mike & Cindy Goodling
Bulletin Board……………………………...Kim Smith……………………………………………….……….Melissa Godfrey

Looking Ahead
November 4: Game Night
November 6: Daylight Savings Ends - “Fall Back” 1 hour!
November 12: Women’s Fellowship Craft Show & Soup Sale
December 5: Cookie Packing

Return Service Requested
Mailed September 23
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